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MANCHESTER SUPPORTS MDA

Thanks to the medicycles on the streets of Israel, Magen David 
Adom’s response times are fast enough to get to any crisis quickly. 
When terror strikes in Israel, we are certainly thankful for this.
In times of trouble, we realise why Magen David Adom is such 
a unique service. Your donations continually help to save lives 
and allow MDA’s medicycles to be first, fast and FREE.

MDA UK’s Chief Executive, Daniel Burger

MEDICYCLES IN 
ACTIVE SERVICE650

IS ISRAEL’S ONLY  
NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL RESPONSE SERVICE

MAGEN DAVID ADOM

VOLUNTEERS
22,000

ISRAEL’S LARGEST VOLUNTEER ORGANISATION

MAGEN DAVID ADOM IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FIRST  
AID TRAINING OF THE PUBLIC,  
ITS VOLUNTEERS AND CREWS  
AS WELL AS FIRST 
RESPONDERS OF THE FIRST 
RESPONSE ORGANISATIONS  
WORKING IN  
CONJUNCTION  
WITH MDA.

THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
REQUIRES MDA TO CHARGE 
IF AN AMBULANCE IS 
REQUIRED TO TREAT OR 
TAKE A PATIENT TO HOSPITAL

MAGEN DAVID ADOM 
IS ONE OF ISRAEL’S

OFFICIAL 
EMERGENCY 
SERVICES3

100: POLICE
101: MDA 
102: FIRE

LOCALISED ORGANISATIONS  
TO ENSURE THE BEST RESPONSE  

TIMES POSSIBLE

FIFTEEN

ALL ISRAEL’S

FIRST RESPONDERS  
ARE DISPATCHED BY  

MAGEN DAVID ADOM, 
INCLUDING THOSE FROM

AMBULANCE 
STATIONS 

NATIONWIDE166

AMBULANCES & MICUs  
IN ACTIVE SERVICE

1,180

ALL  
MAGEN DAVID ADOM  
FIRST RESPONDERS ARE  

FREE OF CHARGE

6,500

In the space of 36 hours, 700 
rockets were fired into Israel from 
Gaza. The first alerts were heard 
on Saturday 4th May, and Magen 
David Adom teams were ready to 
respond. MDA stations were fully 
staffed with employees and 
volunteers, ready to save lives.

Over the two days of terror, Magen David Adom 

provided medical care to 135 people who were 

injured. There were also many calls from people 

suffering from stress related symptoms in the 

affected areas.

Rockets hitting Israel confirms the need for the 

new National Blood and Logistics Centre with its 

underground levels protected from future attacks.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Hendon Committee Lunch @ Sami’s with 
‘Our Woman in Gold’ 
3rd July 2019

Hull Garden Party 
7th July 2019

Israel 360 
9th – 14th November 2019

MDA UK Annual Dinner 
25th November 2019

MDA Hendon Gala Dinner 
8th December 2019

On Monday 13th May, 90 guests gathered at the King Street Townhouse 
for the Manchester Annual Dinner. A phenomenal £100,000 was raised 
and will go towards the National Blood and Logistics Centre in Ramla,  
a partnership with the Government of Israel and the American Friends 
of Magen David Adom.
Special guest Judge Rinder was the speaker for the evening having come straight to Manchester from 

winning a BAFTA for an episode of ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’ the previous evening. Powerful and 

thought provoking, he spoke about his passion for Israel and Magen David Adom’s huge role in that.

Limited edition copies of the photobook ‘Blood, Sweat, Tears & Helicopters’ by Jonathan Straight 

were left on each seat, showing MDA Staff and Volunteers in action.

Magen David Adom UK Chairman David Curtis was the compere for the evening. He introduced this 

year’s film featuring Rob Rinder, focused on the MDA Blood Services, and how Magen David Adom 

plays such a huge role supplying blood to Israel.

Magen David Adom UK Chief Executive Daniel Burger commented “You have just witnessed the very 

real way that blood saves lives in Israel. And how in collecting, processing, distributing and administering 

this most precious of commodities, Magen David Adom is genuinely providing the lifeblood of Israel.”

Through the Archives
We recently came across a series of old Magen David Adom UK photographs. It has been 

incredible looking back and seeing the support that we have received throughout the 

past 70 years from succeeding generations of donors.

360
9–14 NOVEMBER

Israel360 will take you under the skin of a country that 
you think you know, giving you exclusive access to 
people and places that you wouldn’t normally get the 
opportunity to meet and visit.

Israel360 is the ultimate Israel challenge. Sign-up today  
and leave your comfort zone behind.

For more information about Israel360 call Rachel Cohen  
on 020 8201 5900 or email rachelcohen@mdauk.org

Register now at: mdauk.org/israel360

MDA IN NUMBERS

“This weekend has been the most humbling weekend of my life 
and it has ended here in Manchester, with MDA.” 
Rob Rinder 
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On 5th May, a group of 12 people 
set off from London on Magen 
David Adom UK’s annual Legacy 
Mission to Israel, travelling from 
Jerusalem to Tiberias and Haifa, 
ending in Tel Aviv.
The group visited different museums and Magen 

David Adom stations and learnt about exciting 

initiatives such as the Simulation Room in the 

Magen David Adom Bloomberg Station.

In Tiberias, the group visited the helipad where 

one of the Magen David Adom emergency 

helicopters is based. Speaking with the pilot and 

navigator and appreciating their professionalism 

was a highlight of the mission.

The enthusiasm of staff and volunteers at the 

Magen David Adom Station (funded by Leonard 

Lass of the UK) in the Arab town of Sachnin was a 

pleasure to experience.

The group was fortunate enough to be in Israel 

over Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut and 

attended a Remembrance Day service for fallen 

soldiers in Haifa, together with supporters of 

THAT’S DEDICATION

FIRST 
BLOOD, 
NOW MILK

BLOOD 
CENTRE 
UPDATE

THE LEGACY OF 
LIFESAVING

70 YEARS 
YOUNG

This year is the 
seventieth anniversary 
of Magen David Adom 
UK. Across the country 
we have been 
organising events and 
activities to mark this 
special occasion. For 

seven decades now, the UK Jewish 
community has shown incredible support 
for MDA - Israel’s only national medical 
emergency service. It is this generosity that 
enables our colleagues in Israel to provide 
outstanding lifesaving services. 

As you will read in this edition of Red Shield, 
we have dedicated numerous vehicles 
already this year. A special mention must 
go to our Christian Friends, who are 
celebrating their 13th birthday this year. 
They have been responsible for providing 
four medicycles - and it is only June! It is 
these vehicles that enable our nationwide 
fleet of first-responders to arrive first, fast 
and FREE. 

Grassroots support is essential to our cause. 
It is with this in mind that we have recruited 
Steven Jaffe as our first ever Community 
Engagement Manager. Steven will be 
working his way around the country, 
dedicating his time to committees and 
communities. If you would like him to come 
and visit your synagogue, community 
centre or even church, please be in touch.

As far as I’m concerned, Magen David 
Adom UK is just seventy years young. We 
are out and about, doing more than we 
have ever done before. The first six months 
of 2019 have been great - and there are 
even more celebratory events to come in 
the second half of the year.

Thank you for your support. 

Daniel Burger 
Chief Executive

This year Magen David Adom UK donors dedicated in excess of 
£500,000 of vehicles, equipment and resources to Magen David 
Adom in Israel over the Pesach period.

This year Israel’s first ever Mothers’ 
Milk Bank is set to open in Magen 
David Adom’s Jerusalem Station. 
The Mother’s Milk Bank is an 
innovative and revolutionary 
project, one that will impact 
families across Israel for many 
generations to come.
Many new mothers are unable to breastfeed their 

sick babies due to being in critical care 

themselves. This means that seriously ill children do 

not have access to their mother’s natural breast 

milk, the best medicine possible for them.

Feeding sick babies with breast milk rather than 

formula has been shown to increase survival rates 

dramatically. For a mother who is unable to 

supply sufficient breast milk to meet her baby’s 

needs, donated human milk is the next best 

option for her baby.

Research shows pasteurised donor human breast 

milk helps to protect babies from infectious 

disease, especially vulnerable preterm babies  

and where there is a family history of diabetes.

For more information about the Magen David 

Adom Milk Bank, to arrange a visit next time you 

are in Jerusalem, or to make a donation to this 

life-changing and life-saving initiative, please 

contact Natalie Feldman on 020 8201 5900.

THE DEDICATIONS: 
Sue Rubin and Phillippa Cohen formally opened the new Simulation Room in memory of their 
mother, Joy Cohen Z”L, at the Magen David Adom Jerusalem Station. The first of its kind in Israel, 
the facility allows paramedics and volunteers to train for any eventuality in lifelike 
circumstances. At the same time, fellow family member Daniel Rubin dedicated a medicycle in 
memory of his grandfather, Denis Rubin.

This was followed up with the dedication of a Mobile Intensive Care Unit and an ambulance, 
donated by the Carter family as gifts to their children and late mother.

Two very special dedications followed, firstly a medicycle was gifted by Annette and Stephen 
Lambert in celebration of their Golden Wedding Anniversary and the second a milestone 
dedication, being the 70th medicycle donated as part of Magen David Adom UK’s successful  
’70 for 70’ campaign. The honour of this donation fell to Suzanne and Michael Zeitlin and Family.

The final medicycle dedication was a gift to the people of Israel from Jani Jacobson and 
Fiona Maynard in memory of their late father Sonny David on behalf of the Esther and Harry 
Grosberg Foundation. 

Immediately after Pesach, Magen David Adom stalwart Norman Rosenbaum prsenteted the 
12th ambulance he has fundraised for amongst his community in Cockfosters and New 
Southgate Synagogue. The dedication that took place at the Magen David Adom Blood 
Services in Tel Hashomer, was shared with the Lee and Hamilton families.

“This trip has been life-changing! 
I don’t think I will ever forget it! 
What an incredible organisation.”
Anita Regal

“I have supported MDA for the 
past fifty years and this trip 
confirmed my belief in the 
service.”
Neville Silverston MBE

Construction of The National Blood 
and Logistics Centre continues on 
target with an estimated completion 
date of early 2021.
This is the biggest capital project that Magen David 

Adom has ever undertaken. A lifesaving collaboration 

between Magen David Adom UK, American Friends of 

Magen David Adom and the Government of Israel.

To find out how you can get involved, please call  

us on 020 8201 5900 or email Daniel Burger at 

danielburger@mdauk.org

BUILDING 
FOR LIFE

To mark Magen David Adom UK’s 
70th Anniversary, we are 
crowdfunding for an ambulance 
station in one of Israel’s fastest 
growing towns, Gan Yavne.
Only recently Gan Yavne was hit by a rocket.  

This is testament to the need for ambulance 

stations in areas such as this, enabling Magen 

David Adom to react whenever danger strikes.

To date, we have raised in excess of £200,000 

towards our target of £400,000.

The Gan Yavne Station will house four 

ambulances, a training facility and a bomb-proof 

shelter and will remain fully operative 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week.

Magen David Adom UK is committed to building 

for life. For all of Israel’s citizens. Both now and 

long into the future. To join us in this lifesaving 

project, please call 020 8201 5900.

American Friends of Magen David Adom. A very 

moving and special experience for everyone.

Each year, legacies to Magen David Adom UK 

are directly responsible for saving the lives of 

thousands of people in Israel. To find out more 

about leaving a legacy to Magen David Adom 

UK, please contact rachelcohen@mdauk.org

For the second consecutive year, Magen David 

Adom has been awarded with the prestigious 

National Award for Quality and Excellence in the 

Public Sector of the State of Israel, named after 

Yitzhak Rabin Z”L. 

This award is an expression of the devotion of the 

people of Magen David Adom, who dedicate 

themselves daily to the public, to serve the people 

of Israel and also to provide assistance to the sick 

and wounded worldwide professionally and 

without bias.

Magen David Adom in Israel, Israel’s National 

Emergency Medical and Blood Services 

Organisation, receive this year’s award for  

Quality and Excellence in recognition of the  

work of MDA Blood Services.

TOP QUALITY MDA WINS 
PRESTIGIOUS AWARD

Magen David Adom previously won the award in 2017 (pictured) and will be presented with 4 stars for 

excellency in July 2019.


